
shortly after he left Boys Town. “I’ve since 
found that there are workers and there are 
bosses. I admit that I have never liked to be 
‘just a worker’ and sometimes my enthusiasm 
to be boss got the better of me! I gained a lot 
of work experience though and opened my 
�Ú�U�V�W���V�X�S�H�U�P�D�U�N�H�W���L�Q���+�L�O�O�E�U�R�Z���L�Q���������������/�D�W�H�U��
my store was bought out by Massmart who 
converted it into their own brand.”

�)�D�V�W���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R�������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�R�O�S�K�L�Q��
�&�R�D�V�W���Z�K�H�U�H���$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���R�S�H�Q�H�G���W�K�H���Ú�U�V�W���R�I���K�L�V��
popular restaurants, MamaG’s in Ballito, 
followed by a branch at uMhlali Country 
Club. At the time of going to press he had 
�M�X�V�W���R�S�H�Q�H�G���D���W�K�L�U�G���E�U�D�Q�F�K���L�Q���3�D�O�P���/�D�N�H�V��
�(�V�W�D�W�H�����+�H���V�W�L�O�O���R�Z�Q�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���L�Q���*�D�X�W�H�Q�J����
including a fully equipped gym, and in total 
�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���H�P�S�O�R�\�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���������S�H�R�S�O�H��

“I know I can be a tough boss, but I’ve 
always tried to bring the same core values 
from Boys Town into my business; treating 
one another with respect, listening before 
judging, and awarding bonuses on merit.”   

Today, while I still have 
difficulty turning the other 

cheek, I’ve managed to 
channel my negativity to my 

more positive side

GIRLS AND 
BOYS TOWN

Pearl Msweli, GBT National Marketing 
Manager offered an insight to Girls 

and Boys Town: “Girls and Boys Town 
�L�V���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�è�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q����

established in 1958, committed to helping 
and empowering youth who are vulnerable 
and unsafe, helping them to reclaim their 

lives and then S.H.I.N.E. ®. 
“The story of the former Boys Town is one 
of the most heart-warming tales of human 
�H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�X�U�����,�W�V���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���L�V���D���U�H�é�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

everyday life in most societies of the world; 
namely the tragedy of fear, loss, despair, 
abuse, neglect and the triumph of faith, 
courage and hope that changes the way 
we care for children. Its legacy is about 

�I�X�O�è�O�O�L�Q�J���G�U�H�D�P�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���O�L�Y�H�V�����7�K�H��
organisation has continued to expand, 
including the introduction of young girls 
into our programme in 2004, which then 
evolved to Girls and Boys Town, offering 

service to between 20 000 to  
���������������E�H�Q�H�è�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���D���\�H�D�U���r

www.girlsandboystown.org.za

BELOW: From a tough start in life, Anthony 
learnt many valuable lessons in Boys Town 
(pictured below right) that have shaped his  

success in life. Picture: Tyron Mackenzie
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B
allito restaurateur and 
businessman Anthony de 
Agrela often looks back to 
�����������Z�K�H�Q�����D�V���D���G�H�Ú�D�Q�W��
�������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���I�U�R�P���D���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�L�Q�J��

family, he was placed in Boys Town in 
Johannesburg via the children’s courts along 
with his brother Gavin. It was an experience 
that helped shape his future. “We were 
very naughty,” he admits. “We never stole 
anything but we used to sneak out of the 
house at night and get involved in gang 
�Ú�J�K�W�V���q���+�L�V���J�U�D�Q�G�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���H�O�G�H�U�O�\���D�Q�G��
not in a position to take him in, but he says 
they remained a constant in his life until 
they passed away. 

Anthony left Boys Town four years later, 
�M�X�V�W���V�K�R�U�W���R�I���K�L�V�������W�K���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�����D�Q�G���L�Q������������
since the introduction of girls, Boys Town is 
now called Girls and Boys Town (GBT).

�1�R�Z�����������K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�V��
of the peer group system at GBT. “It’s a 
system in which you can become a prefect 
even in Grade seven, depending on your 
leadership qualities. There’s a privilege 
structure based on merits and demerits, 
and you can earn your way up through a 
kind of tiered system where you can elect 
peer youth councillors and mayors – all of 
whom are resident. I began to understand 
and embrace the system and progressed to 
mayor. I look upon it as the best thing that 
could have happened to me. Today, while I 
�V�W�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���G�L�I�Ú�F�X�O�W�\���W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���F�K�H�H�N����
I’ve managed to channel my negativity to my 
more positive side.” 

Anthony started to work for family who 
owned a supermarket in Johannesburg 

HARD TIMES  
REAP REWARDS

A man who can wholeheartedly adopt three children and raise them to be 
responsible young adults has to be pretty special, particularly when his own 

start in life was a shaky one, writes Lee Currie

It’s certainly not a new hypothesis that it 
�W�D�N�H�V���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���'�1�$���W�R���E�H���D���J�R�R�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W��
�s���D�Q�G���$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���L�V���D���V�K�L�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����+�H��
�P�D�U�U�L�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���V�R�R�Q���D�G�R�S�W�H�G��
wife Jacqueline’s three daughters when the 
youngest was just four years old and the 
�H�O�G�H�V�W���D���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U���R�I���������s���D���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���I�H�D�W��
for any parents, biological or otherwise. » 
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“My perspective of this is based on what I 
learnt at Boys Town; how the teachers, nuns 
and priests would love and care for children 
who were not their own.” 

When he speaks of his “girls” his love 
�D�Q�G���S�U�L�G�H���L�V���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�����+�L�V���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���1�D�W�D�V�K�D�����������D�Q�G���D���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q��
�'�-�����O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���-�R�K�D�Q�Q�H�V�E�X�U�J���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U����
The three younger women live at home or 

�F�O�R�V�H���E�\�����$�Q�J�H�O�L�T�X�H�����������L�V���G�R�L�Q�J���&�$���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V����
�5�R�V�D�O�L�W�D�����������L�V���P�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���D���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K���R�O�G��
son Alexander, and Jennavive, the youngest 
�D�W�����������L�V���L�Q���*�U�D�G�H����������

While he admits he is guilty of spoiling 
�K�L�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���Ú�U�P��
on boundaries and consequences. “At Boys 
Town I was always afforded the right to 
defend myself and I’ve passed this on to my 

children irrespective of what they’ve done. I 
will always listen. It may seem old fashioned 
today but I hold fast on issues like eating 
together – we don’t allow trays in front of 
the TV. Church every Sunday is a given. As 
�P�X�F�K���D�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�H�P���W�R���E�H���V�H�O�I��
�U�H�O�L�D�Q�W�����,���N�Q�R�Z���,���Z�L�O�O���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H���W�K�H�L�U���Ú�U�V�W���S�R�U�W��
of call if they need help. Another life lesson, 
I’ve encouraged them not to dwell on what 
they think are their ‘bad points’ but rather 
think of their good points and combine them 
to get the best out of themselves. This is 
advice I would give to any parent.”

�$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\�o�V���J�\�P���L�Q���+�L�O�O�E�U�R�Z���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���R�S�H�Q��
to street kids, who are taught physical skills 
�V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���D�U�W���R�I���E�R�[�L�Q�J�����+�H���D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V��
projects involving the elderly and drug 
rehabilitation programmes. 

“None of us know what the future holds 
but I hope the values I’ve instilled in my 
children will never change.” *

LEFT: Anthony and Jacqueline sharing a 
laugh together. Picture: Tyron Mackenzie
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